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Mr. Chairman and Distinguished Delegates,

India has been participating as Observer at the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary General Assembly since 2010. It had been our privilege to recently welcome an ASEAN Inter Parliamentary Assembly delegation led by the President of AIPA in New Delhi. It is equally a privilege for me today to lead the Indian delegation to the 33rd General Assembly of AIPA.
Attending for the 3rd time as an Observer, we value the opportunity to interact with AIPA Members. We hope to take further the useful discussions that AIPA delgation recently had in New Delhi with the Speaker of our Lower House, the Leader of Opposition and the Minister of State for External Affairs. We were delighted that the AIPA delegation was the first foreign delegation to call on the President of India after his assumption of Office. I would like to suggest that we look at institutionalizing our interactions to give them greater regularity. 
The ASEAN has been the core of India's “Look East Policy”. Today, we are at an important milestone, as we commemorate 20 years of Dialogue relationship and 10 years of Summit level partnership. We look forward to receiving ASEAN Leaders at the special ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit. We are also looking forward to participating together with the ASEAN people in the multiple events being organized to mark this important year, including the ASEAN-India Car  Rally 2012, the ASEAN expedition by INS Sudarshini and the related business, culture and people-to-people events. 22 cars with participants from all our countries would be traversing 7448 kms over 22 days from Yogjakarta in Indonesia to Guwahati in India. INS Sudarshini would spend 6 months on an ASEAN expedition to the 9 countries with which India has long-standing maritime traditions.
ASEAN-India Dialogue Partnership today covers a wide canvas of relevance to growth and prosperity in our region. The scope and intensity of our partnership can be gauged from the fact that the we have had Ministerial Meetings in Tourism, Trade and Environment sectors this year and the Ministerial Meetings in Agriculture, New and Renewable Energy, Trade are scheduled for later this year.  Our Governments are addressing economic imperatives, social development requirements and bringing in new synergies for partnership under the current geo-political and economic processes underway in our region. This is being done on the strong foundations on our civilizational bonds enriched by maritime, trading, cultural and spiritual linkages over several centuries. 

India is continuing its partnership with ASEAN to contribute to economic growth, development, peace and stability in the wider region.  Our collaborative programmes have a very sound orientation to people-to-people connectivity. In this special year, we have already held an ASEAN-India Civilizational Conference in Patna, an Exhibition of painting by ASEAN and Indian artists, an extremely dynamic Media exchange with 20 ASEAN journalists visiting India in January 2012 and 8 Indian Indian journalists visiting Cambodia and Vietnam in July this year. The regular interface of training programmes for ASEAN diplomats and scholarships for ASEAN nationals, including at the Bureau of Parliamentary Studies & Training are continuing. 

Many commentators have been noting the shift of the global economic activity to Asia. ASEAN and India have demonstrated remarkable resilience in the steady growth of their trade in the last some year.  ASEAN-India trade grew by 37% in 2011-12 to reach USD 80 billion. India has also welcomed the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership with ASEAN. We should encourage our Governments and our private sectors to build on the asset of the fast growing middle class and the large and dynamic young populations in our countries. It is significant that ASEAN and India together have a combined GDP of 2.8 trillion and a population of 1.8 billion.

Mr. Chairman, we need to also give a direction for facilitating the further flow of goods, services and people between our countries in order to truly achieve the potential of this collective asset. India was the first Dialogue Partner of ASEAN to sign an MoU on Strengthening Tourism Cooperation in January 2010. We have a visa on arrival scheme between India and 7 ASEAN countries. We need to see this ease of travel equally for our businessmen and professionals. I would urge you to consider the catalytic effect that this would have in realizing the true potential of the India-ASEAN story for growth and prosperity.

As we move towards more people to people contacts, we are also contributing to the goal of ASEAN Community by 2015. We have offered to assist in the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity. We are undertaking significant work in Myanmar in the construction of the Trilateral Highway Project linking India-Myanmar and Thailand. ASEAN countries have requested us to consider the extension of this Highways to Cambodia and Laos and another Highway to link Viet Nam.  As stated by our Prime Minister, connectivity from Viet Nam to India is a matter of strategic priority of us.

Another important initiative is the establishment of Nalanda University in India, which is a work in progress. The required statutes are already in place. The University's website and logo were launched last year and the University has appointed a Steering Committee to oversee the Global Design Competition for the University and we have invited ASEAN companies to participate in this competition.

India is committed to its partnership with ASEAN and the centrality of ASEAN in various ASEAN led initiatives, in which we are also members like the East Asia Summit, ASEAN Regional Forum, ADMM+. We are also convinced of this partnership's unique ability to develop our region as one of progress and prosperity and are committed to sharing our developmental experience with the ASEAN Member States and has been working with the countries in the region for human resource development and capacity building. 

As our engagement with ASEAN witnesses quantifiable qualitative progress, we welcome this opportunity to engage and interact with AIPA. We believe that Parliaments and parliamentarians play a pivotal role in realizing the true potential of our relationship.  In our view, regional parliamentary associations facilitate better understanding of region-specific issues. Besides providing an opportunity to make democracy more relevant and meaningful to our people, such cooperation promotes trust, camaraderie and understanding amongst participating countries and enhance the people to people connectivity. This august gathering here represent more than two-third of humanity and its important that we share ideas and experiences in rational formulation and effective implementation of policies for the common good. 

Before I end, I would like to thank the hosts Indonesia for the excellent arrangements made for this meeting and efforts to make our stay comfortable. 

Thank you.
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